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Beauty is looking back over the shoulder, but not too much: Movement
characteristics of turning away and impressions of femininity in Japanese
traditional dance
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Summary: This study capture movements of looking back while turning away in Onna Odori, a form of Japanese
traditional dance in which women’s dance is performed skilled male and experienced female Japanese traditional
dancers. Stick figures were created from the motion data, and eight male and female observers gave their impressions
of the femininity, masculinity, and beauty of the stick figures. The results showed that a skilled male dancer’s looking
back while turning away movement was evaluated as the most feminine of the male movements. In addition, the
movements of the male and female dancers were compared and analyzed. The results found significant differences in
the inclinations of the shoulder, the shoulder positions, the positions of the waist, despite no significant differences in
the rotation angles of the neck. This study considered the beautiful movements of mikaeri (looking back over the

shoulder while turning away) in the movements of Japanese traditional dancers.
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