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Geographical distribution of myo and villages
in manors during the late medieval period

- Analysis based on a kenchucho database -
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Summary : “Myo” was used as a unit of measurement for the purpose of levying taxes on manors. It has been
the understanding thus far that the agricultural land constituting a myo was dispersed and did not necessarily
reflect the actual local circumstances. The present study seeks to examine the manner in which the
agricultural land of the myo, which is thought to be dispersed, was distributed among the villages within the
premises of the manor and clarify how the myo was formed while being defined by the local geographical
situation. As the means for conducting the analysis, spreadsheet software was used to input kenchucho data
(medieval taxation ledgers recording the classification and area of the manor’s agricultural land, affiliations,
place names, etc.), taking the Yano Manor in Harima Province as an example, a database was created and, by
extracting and tabulating data, heretofore unknown facts are being discovered and the potential for new

research is being pursued.
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