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Summary: The Sophia University “Japanese Biographical Database” (JBDB) was constructed with the purpose of
providing bibliographical information on Japanese historical figures and their personal, social, and political networks.
Starting with research on Rai Shunsui (1746-1816), the database currently encompasses entries on ca. 2,200 individuals
and ca. 7,000 events pertaining to these individuals and their interactions, allowing to search and visualize these entries
by date, social status, sources, and other filters. Building upon the architecture of the Harvard University China
Biographical Database, we are currently refining our own database, while also developing a new web application to
access the database. With the addition of further biographical data, we aim to study patterns of societal changes that
emerge out of familial and social relations among people. This paper focuses on the database design, the development

of the web application with particular emphasis on the visualization component, and future directions for the project.
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