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Summary: The Art Research Center, Ritsumeikan University, has been developing a digital archive of Japanese

decorative arts since 2009, To begin with, this paper will introduce the latest report of the project including the list

of affiliate institutions and the number of digitized works. The main purpose of the project is to create image

databases for scholarly researches, but the project has also widened the international human network and resulted

to form a number of cultural activities. The second half of the paper will introduce some of the examples and discuss

the role of digital archive projects as a source of new creative activities.
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