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Summary:This paper introduces the new graduate program of Digital Humanities for Japanese Arts
and Cultures, Graduate School of Letters, launched in April 2014, The program is based on two
consecutive COE (Center of Excellent) programs, organized and promoted by the Art Research Center
(ARC), Ritsumeikan University, since 2002. The second COE program entitled “Digital Humanities
Center for Japanese Arts and Cultures” especially contributed to the graduate program’s curriculum,
as the Center developed its distinctive research methods and educational program with its
collaborative research projects, enormous databases on Japanese arts and culture, and research
networks both in and outside of Japan. As the ARC has also been serving as a Joint Usage/Research
Center, designated by the MEXT in 2014, we very much expect our graduate students’ active
involvement in its collaborative research.
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