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GIS Analysis on the Structure and Changes of the Tokushima
Castle Town
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Summary : Construction of the Tokushima castle town in Awa province began in 1585. The area of
the early castle town comprised the Tokushima and Terashima districts between the Shinmachi
River and Suketo River. Its primary purpose was that of defense. The districts of Teramachi and
Shinmachi were built on the south shore of the Shinmachi River. The initial urban planning of the
castle town of Tokushima followed the "Inner Town / Outer Town" model. However, the original
plan was largely transformed when the district was reorganized after 1639. Specifically,
rectangular blocks were developed on the Iyo/Sanuki and Tosa Highways located in the Sako and
Tomita districts, respectively. The residences of Ashigaru (lowest samurai) and Machiya (town
houses of merchants and artisans) were also newly constructed in the blocks. This indicates that the
design of the castle town changed from the defensive urban plan in the Toyotomi period to a plan
focused on the highway in the Tokugawa Shogunate period.

In this study, image data of the “Ashu-Gojoka ezu (map of Tokushima castle town),” which was
made in about 1870 (Tokushima Prefectural Museum Collection), using spline conversion, was
prepared as a base map for GIS analysis. We tried to grasp the enlargement process of the
Tokushima castle town area by comparing this basemap with the "Yashiki-wari-zu (map of
relocation residences of samurai)" made in 1641 and the "Jissoku-bungen-ezu (surveyed map)" made
in 1809.
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